June 28, 1955 —. 
Dear Mr. Feichtmeir: 


---I left vos Angeles st 8:00 o.m. (6/27/55) to investigate the 
medica: care and conditionsof the sick vatients at the Pedlands camo, 
and returned this moming at 2 a.m. from thetisit. I wish to report.. 

1. That the camp population was steted to be approximately 200 men 
2. That the sickness was entirely that of mumps and complications 
9 cases of active mumps, 2 of which have already been hospitalized in 
the contsgion ward at Riverside County Fosoital, and 7 remain in the 
camp auarters. 
eeemost of themhave beensick,andin quarters for avoroximate ly 
6 to 7 days with the exception of the one whohad been in a mont & 
Mr. Sandoval, and whose condition was compliceted by a tonsillitis, 
and orchitis, a 1 of which are now subsiding. ...none complained of 
excessive fever escent the man whose temperature wos 103..who had the 
high fever for the p2st 4 deys, and o 2 very definite comolicating 
orehitis. The men complained mostly of pain whic™> was moderete, but 
they were “ble to sleep and were comfortable. They were eating fairly 
well, forcing fluids, and t-king their medicine. They hage been medica 
ted by Dr. +othenberger, wht’ sulfadi-zine 60 grs. per day, plus aspirin 
D.r.n. for fever, and for pain. The men with the como icsting tonsil- 
litis..had received in a dition, st lesst 4 injections of penici lin.. 
ne surroundings were in considerab e disarray and did not presen 
a good appe rance, 2nd also tre men wit” their large swellings of the 
neck presented the ~opesrance of being more sickthen they actually 
were... ‘“e proceedsd then to give each one an injection of 300,000 
units of penicillin, and also gave e-ch one 2 capsule contezining codeine 
and aspirin, for pain, and also two s:lfadia_ine tablets of LS Grae 
and aiso ordered forcingof fluids for all. We also recommended to 
Dr. Rotnenberger in writing that ovenicillin be civen eech man daily 
and thhontinuation of sulfadia-ine and etc. ra 2s bat a 
In addition, we oriented Mr. Is as the camo manager as to a more 
groper arrangement for the patients,and authorized hi to buy 2 dozen 
sheets, 6 pillows and pi low cases, some 0 astic and weshable water 
cups and pitchers, and a few w°ste paver basket » and we asked that 
the area inwhich the patients are being kept, that everything e’se be 
removed from that area such as tnsishtly stacks of old mattresses, 
and etc. and that proper policing be made of the area. Also that none 
of the other men were to go into visit, or to be svitting around on 
the floor, or anyone to walk around berefooted. The men seemed to 
be goingin and out. Mr. Islas..did need a littie directional guidance. 

Inessence then actually it wos more the apnesrance of the camo 
that was demoralizing, not only to Consul Torres, but also to the men 
who came in to see the patients, and also to the men who were a yi ea 
rather then their actual suffering... 

eeewe bave »ad(mumos) in all the camos, for instance the San 
Gabriel camo where we now have two erses treat are just subsiding, and 
we have two in ouarters here in the clinic, and we have of cours: 
reports of mumos inot er cam>os thrushout the state... Also, it seems 
from clinical observations andreports, that the higher vercentege of 
virus attacking at this time seem to have an affinity for the testes, 
and more cases are being comp iceted with orchitis... 

l. These cases are, by t e time they present clinical symotoms 
such as fever,and swe ling, past the contagious phase. ..furthkr 
tsolation from the standpointof prevention and soreed is no longer 
necessary or feasible... 

2. These cases are not Ordinarily admitted to private hospitals, 
or to general hospita’s, and then only to the contagion wards... 

The presence of the disease itse f is not an indication for hospitaliz 
ation. 
More) 
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3. Patients as a rule..canbe treated on a semi-ambu atory relative 
rest basis... 
4, In the past asyou know we have handled these cases mostly in 
quarters and this has proved very satisfactory... 
Sincerely, 
Francisco Brave, M.D. 
Medical Director 
Heese see 


March 25, 1954 


Dear Mr. Feichtmeir: 

-.-chargeswere made that the doctor in charge of our Brawley 
area hdd charged one Mexican Nationalunder contract labor, *6.00 for 
treatmentof venereal diseass, anoarently gonorrhoea; that he had not 
collected because thhpaitnet did not have money with him. That he had 
charged another man on the same occssion %3.00 for the same 
dise-se and ha collected. This was t bugh to beirregular by the 
emoloyer...and he thought this should be brough tothe attention of 
your office. 

I then contacted Dr.Smith who verified that such servtces had bee 
given andsuch charge h-d been mede. I a so contacted Dr. Babboni in 
£1 Centro and he steted in effect thet that had been done and that it 
had been done under his orders inasmuch as he thought that the VD was 
not covered by our Insurance Company contract and that the charge was 
proper and in order... 

Of course venereal diserse is one of the five exclusions in the 
policy, but again, 23 a gesture of cooveration and in line wit» the 
spirit of the services of the Insurance Company,it was dexired that 
woerever a VD case presneted itself in our arge dispenssries where 
we hed a full-time staff, such as El Centro, that if the VD case lends 
ltseif to treatmentof one or two injections..thst such treatment be 
given gratis and that theaatiemt thereby rehabilited for work immedi- 
ately and no time lost from works... on VD cases were prolonged treat- 
ment or where pro onged disability would ensue ..the insurance company 
was under no obligation to trest thm and the doctor should advise the 
employer of such and advise them of possible outlets, such as l. 
Sending them to the local Healt Department which generally has free 
clinics for them. 2. That the p-tient vay 2 private doctor with the 
previous understanding that it was to be a vrivate fee and never for 
any service render d by our medical unit. %. That the patient be 
reoatriated. 

A second charce was enumerste*by Mr. Zamora, stating that on Monday, 
Maren 22, 1954, at about 11:40 in the morning, 2 patient by the name o 
Rivera, a “exican National under contract labor, annesred at the Brewl 
ey dispensary andrequested treatment for a cough, 2 cold of a mila nat 
ure. The nurs: in charge attempted to get Dr. Smith whowas in the 
Fotel in the same building that the dispens-ry is located in, and who 
is our doctor in charge of thet dispen -ry, and was unable to, because 
he apparently was out to lunch. Fo lowing that, Dr. Ba boni was called 
by phone in #1 Centro forinformation and he also was not available at 
thet time. The patient watied a f=w minutes and stated re did not wis 
to wait until 2:30 at which time t + doctor wou'd r:vort back to the 
dispensary to continue medical tr atmentof the patients and therefore 
the nugse gave him an intramuscular injectionof penicillin and some 
sulfa tablets and some nose droos, the patienthaving no fever. Also 
lodex éintment was given for his b ck because hesxcomplained of a back- 
ache, andhe was also gien a tonic. This was given by her following th 
pattern of the doctors in the treatment of such cases as this patient 
had an upper repspiratory infection... 

(More) 
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This charge was investigated by calling Mrs. Esauivel, the nusrse 
on duty in that dispensary andshe verified essentially as revorted 
above. Also, Dr. Smith st2ted that he knew the ca-e and had not been 
available at that time. Dr. Balboni wes also called andhe stated 
that he had not received the call from the nurse regarding that case. 
This charge then is also as enumersted by Mr. Zamora... 

It is not understood clearl by me that when two doctors are 
available in that »rea why oneor the other cou d not be contacted, 
nonstheless this did occur and Dr. Smith wil no longer be in charge o 
our Brawley dispensary from Aprillst on... 

Very truly yours, 
Francisco Bravo, M.D. 


TO THE DOYtoRSAND NURSES AT “he DRAWLEY AND EL C®NTRO CLINIces; 

No nurse is to treat new patients,or an old patient. in the above 
dispensaries without svecific orders from the doctor in charge. 

These orders may be givenby phoneor verbally at any location, or 
in the dispensary, and medical orders must be issued by the doctor a d 
followed by the nurse. 

In no cases are the nurses to treat th patients without suc 
orders and recommendations of the doctors. 

In case the doctors are not available, the vatientis to wait 
until the doctor is available. 

If there is a great emergency th nurses sre to secure the ser 
vices of the nearest ohysician on an amergency basis and the patient 
will r-ceive proper treatment and the charges for such services to be 
made to our insurance company... 

Thereis to be no devisrtion from this rule. 


* Apparently the thing that burned Feichtmeir up was the fact that 
both Smith and Balboni were on a full-time retainer basis. It is 
not at all clear why the fellow who received treatmentby a nurse 
should have complained to Zamora (the local compliance officer.) 


